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Sheet 5 Skerries

Motion from Councillor Tom O'Leary :  81939

Zone Land RU 

That this Council resolves that the land on the map attached be Zoned from 
"HA" to "RU" Rural 

REPORT:
The content of this motion is noted. The subject lands equate to c.1.3 hectares 
(3.2 acres) and are located on eastern side of the R127 Skerries Road at Balcunnin.

The subject lands are currently zoned HA-High Amenity, within designated highly 
sensitive landscape with preserved views along the adjoining County road as 
designated in the FDP 2017-2023. The zoning objective and landscape 
designations are carried through to the Draft Plan.

With regard to the request for a change in zoning from HA to RU, notably, the 
areas of greatest development pressure within the County coincides closely with 
these areas of high amenity value. The Draft Plan affords a high level of landscape 
value and protection to these high amenity areas. The primary objective of the 
Council over successive Development Plans has been to limit housing 
development within the HA-High Amenity zoning objective in order to promote 
more sustainable settlement and protect the most sensitive parts of the County. 
The density of housing in high amenity areas relative to other rural areas within 
the County indicates the success of the policy objective, and that the objective has 
been relatively successful in limiting the relative land take of housing 
development within these High Amenity areas.

The Council will continue to concentrate efforts to protect high amenity areas and 
supportive policies and objectives within Chapter 9 Green Infrastructure and 



Natural Heritage of the Draft Plan includes policy GINHP28 and objective GINH063 
in this regard. The Council is therefore fully committed to the continued 
protection of these high amenity lands in accordance with the zoning objective 
and vision as set out in the Draft Plan. Having regard to the high amenity value 
attached to the lands, the motion to re-zone the lands from HA to RU is considered 
contrary to the proper planning and sustainable development of the County.

RECOMMENDATION:
No change to the Draft Plan.


